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civil government: but the designs of an aspiring party, at
that time were not otherwise to be compassed, than by
undertaking any thing that would humble and mortify the
Church; and I am fully convinced, that if a sect of sceptic
philosophers (who profess to doubt of every thing) had been
then among us, and mingled their tenets with some corrup-
tions of Christianity, they might have obtained the same
privilege; and that a law would have been enacted, whereby
the solemn doubt of the people called sceptics, should have
been accepted instead of an oath in the usual form; so ab-
surd are all maxims formed upon the inconsistent principles
of faction, when once they are brought to be examined by
the standard of truth and reason.